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CAMPAIGN BACKGROUND
Nothing But Nets

Nothing But Nets is a global grassroots non-profit campaign to save lives by preventing malaria, a leading killer of children in Africa. Inspired by ESPN columnist Rick Reilly, thousands of people have joined the campaign that was created by the United Nations Foundation in 2006.  Founding campaign partners include The People of the United Methodist Church, the National Basketball Association’s NBA Cares, and Sports Illustrated. Other partners include AOL Black Voices, ExxonMobil, Junior Chamber International, Malaria No More, Major League Soccer’s MLS W.O.R.K.S., the National Basketball Association’s WNBA Cares, Orkin, Rotarians’ Action Group on Malaria, Time Inc. Home Entertainment, Union For Reform Judaism, Unwired Appeal, and VH1.  
See  http://www.nothingbutnets.net for more about Nothing But Nets – how it works and what it has accomplished.
Malaria Kills

Malaria is preventable, but infects nearly 500 million people each year and kills more than 1 million of them. Ninety percent of deaths caused by malaria occur in Africa, where the disease is a leading killer of children. When the campaign began, a child died from malaria every 30 seconds.  Children who are able to survive the disease are faced with physical and mental impairments, such as poor growth and development.

Moreover, every day 25 million pregnant African women risk severe illness and harm to their unborn children from a malaria infection. Malaria contributes to low birth weight among newborn infants, one of the leading risk factors for infant mortality.

Malaria incapacitates people and keeps them from working. Malaria keeps countries poor. In addition to the burden on the health system, malaria illness and death cost Africa $12 billion a year in lost productivity.

Send a Net

Every $10 donation to Nothing But Nets goes directly toward the purchase, distribution and education about the proper use of a long-lasting insecticide-treated bed net. Bed nets work in two ways: They stop mosquitoes from biting during the night and spreading the disease, and the insecticide on the net kills the mosquitoes when they land on it, stopping them from flying on to find their next victim. Bed nets can prevent malaria transmission by 50 percent and up to 90 percent in areas with high-coverage rates.
Malaria in Zimbabwe

The Western Pennsylvania United Methodist Church is seeking partners for a Spring 2010 initiative to target the eradication of malaria in Zimbabwe.  By raising $50,000 for Nothing But Nets by April 25, 2010 (World Malaria Awareness Day), we can designate the nets be distributed in the African country of Zimbabwe. After HIV/AIDs, malaria is the biggest killer of children under 5 in Zimbabwe. This geographic focus will allow the effort to have maximum impact in fighting the disease. 
The entire process of purchasing and distributing insecticide-treated bed nets to the most vulnerable people, as well as providing education and follow-up surveying on their use, is accomplished for just $10 per bed net. If we reach our goal of $50,000 in Western PA by the end of April 2010, Nothing But Nets can supply 5,000 bed nets in Zimbabwe. 
Although $10 for a bed net may not sound like much, the cost makes them out of reach for most people in Zimbabwe, where many people survive on less than $1 per day. Nets are a simple, life-saving solution, but we need your help to provide them to those in need
Partnering to Save Lives and Have Fun
The overall effectiveness of this campaign will be greatly enhanced by partnering within our community. Fund-raising events supported by the full community will be more visible and will generate a more positive response.  We can make this a fun and meaningful event for those of all ages in our community.  This is an opportunity to have fun and be creative.  Perhaps we can connect our event to the “nets” theme – basketball nets, fishing nets, do”nets” (donuts) – or have an “athon” – hoop shooting, walking, knitting, etc. 
Thank you for joining with us and our partners in this life-giving mission to save children!
